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ABSTRACT

Neutron and gamma-ray spectra have been measured at various distances wup
to 1100 metres from the fast-neutron reactor of the U.S. Army Pulse Radiation
Division (Materiel Testing Directorate, Aberdeen Proving Ground, Md.) The
spectra were obtained at a height of two metres above the air-ground interface
and are compared to previous measurements performed by two other research
laboratories, and also to the results of theoretical predictions based on
two-dimensional discrete-ordinates transport theory.

Integral quantities such as partial and total radiation kermas are
generally in good agreement, however the theoretical calculations tend to
predict somewhat softer neutron spectra than are observed experimentally.

RESUME

On a measuré des spectres de rayons gamma et de neutrons & différentes
distances jusqu'a 1100 metres du réacteur nucléaire a neutrons rapides de 1la
Pulse Radiation Division de 1la U.S. Army (Materiel Testing Directorate,
Aberdeen Proving Ground, Md.). Ils ont été obtenus & une hauteur de deux
métres au-dessus de 1'interface air-sgl; on a comparé ces spectres & des
mesures antérieures effectuées par deux autres laboratoires de recherche, de
méme qu'd des résultats de prévisions théoriques découlant d'une théorie du
transport bidimensionnelle a ordonnées discretes.

Des quantités intéqrales comme les kermas de rayonnement partiels et
totaux concordent de fagon générale avec les observations expérimentales,
cependant les calculs théoriques ont tendance & prédire des spectres de
neutrons moins énergétiques.
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INTRODUCTION

This report describes the results of experiments performed by DREO
personnel at the U.S5. Army Pulse Radiation Division (Aberdeen Proving Ground,
Aberdeen, Maryland) during the period 6 Oct to 17 Oct 1980. The object of the
experiments was to provide sufficient information for the critical evaluation
of the accuracy of theoretical predictions of the transport of neutraon and
gamma-ray radiation through the atmosphere.

The source of radiation was a fast-neutron, unmoderated and unshielded,
GODIVA-type nuclear reactor positioned at a height of 14 metres above ground
level, and relatively unperturbed by surrounding structures. Neutrons and
gamma-rays were measured at a height of 2 metres above ground using an NE-213
spectrometer and Boron-trifluoride counters. Spectra were obtained at ground
ranges of 15, 100, 170, 300, 400, and 1100 metres from the reactor.

In addition, a corresponding theoretical calculation was made using a
two-dimensional, discrete-ordinates transport model, identical to that wused
for previous calculations of the free-field radiation environments surrounding
tactical nuclear weapons detonated in air-over-ground and air-over-seawater
geometries (1). The measured spectra were compared to these predictions to
determine the applicability of the transport model to the nuclear weapons
problem.

THE APRD REACTOR

The US APRD reactor is a fast-burst bare assembly of 106 kg
uranium-molybdenum (90:10) alloy fuel, enriched to 92 % in uranium-235, in the
form of a right circular cylinder (2). The reactor is of the GODIVA-type
design, based on the Health Physics Research Reactor at the Oak Ridge National
Laboratory. At the maximum steady-state continuous power level of four
kilowatts, the reactor releases neutrons at the rate of 1.4x 1014 per second
and gamma-rays at 9.2 x 1013 per second (3). Due to the high enrichment and
small physical size of the core (226 mm diameter x 198 mm height), the
spectrum of leakage neutrons is perturbed minimally from that due to the
fission process, and thus serves as an excellent simulator of nuclear weapon
radiation. The core may be positianed both within and outside a low-scattering
aluminum weather-protecting silo by means of a remotely-controlled
transporter. During these experiments the reactor was located as far from the
silo as possible and at a height of 14 metres above ground level.

Normalization of measured data to the neutron production rate was made on
the_basis of time and power level, employing a calibration factor of 1.28x
1017 neutrons per kilowatt-hour (3). Details of the neutron and gamma-ray
leakage spectra are taken directly from reference 3, and listed in Appendix I.

eniatiatece..




RADIATION DETECTORS

NE-213

Neutrons above 600 keV and gamma-rays above 300 keV in energy were
detected using an NE-213  spectrometer system  (4) using constant-
fraction-timing pulse-shape discrimination. Pulse-height data were recorded
for both neutrons and gamma-rays simultaneously at two amplification levels by
a PDP-11/34 computer employing four separate analogue input channels with
direct-memory-access interfacing. Data analysis was performed by an unfolding
technique described elsewhere (5) using DREO calculated neutron response data
(4) and gamma-ray response data due to Lurie, et al (6).

Neutron and gamma-ray kermas were determined by folding the measured
spectra against the appropriate conversion factors (7) listed also in Appendix

Boron-trifluoride counters

At the ranges of interest in the air-over-ground problem, NE-213
spectrometers account for approximately 90 % of the kerma due to gamma rays
and 65 % of that due to neutrons, due to the loss of information below the
previously mentioned lower-energy thresholds. In order to determine the
neutron kerma below 600 keV, a pair of matched boron-trifluoride neutron
detectors (8) were incorporated into the detection system. One was operated
"bare", the other encased in cadmium sheet of 0.102 cm thickness. As the
alpha-producing absorption cross-section of boron-10 decreases rapidly with
increasing neutron enerqgy, both detectors are sensitive primarily to
low-energy neutrons. The cadmium covering acts as a filter, allowing neutrons
only above 0.5 eV (50 % transmission) to be detected by the lined counter. The
difference in total counts registered in the two counters 1is thus in
proportion to the thermal-peutron fluence (i.e. below 0.5 eV), which may be
readily determined by dividing by the detector efficiency.

The distribution of neutrons above 0.5 eV is inferred from the
cadmium-covered detector by assuming that the energy spectrum 1is reasonably
well represented by a power curve of the form :

g () = AEP

The parameters A and p are uniquely determined by requiring that the
neutron spectrum at 800 keV is continuous in energy compared to the NE-213
determination, and that the total counts recorded are reproduced when the
parametric spectrum is integrated against the energy-dependant detection
efficiency. Although this is not strictly a spectroscopic measurement, derived
integral quantities such as total fluence and/or various doses will be
accurate provided the neutron spectrum into which the detectors are placed is
free of significant structure below 600 keV.

Prior to use, the detecctors were calibrated against the Canadian
thermal-neutron standard (9,10), and a total boron-10 content of 9.11x 1020
sensitive nuclei was determined for each detector.
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EXPERIMENTAL MEASUREMENTS

Spectral data were obtained at the six ground ranges listed below, under
weather conditions that were generally favourable and consistent over the
two-week period of measurement.

Heights Reactor Measurement Times Atmospheric

Range | Core Detector Pawer Foregnd Backgnd Density Humidity
(m) (m) (m) W) (hi (h) (g/1) (%)
15 5.34 5.34 0.3 0.5 0.5 1.23 43
100 14 2 10 0.5 0.25 1.24 78
170 14 2 40 0.5 0.25 1.24 78
300 14 2 200 D.5 0.25 1.24 78
400 14 2 1000 0.5 0.25 1.26 50
1100 14 2 4000 5.0 0.5 1.23 62

Table 1 : Important reactor, detector and weather parameters at each point
of measurement.

The core height of fourteen metres corresponds to the maximum capability
of the transporter. At the fifteen-metre range it was desired to measure the
leakage spectrum from the side of the core, therefore a height of 5.34 metres
was chosen, as this was the maximum to which the detectors could be raised. At
longer ranges a detector height of two metres was used in order to be
consistent with previous measurements (3) by the Army Pulse Radiation Division
(APRD), and the Wehrwissenschaftliche Dienststelle (WWD) of the Federal
Republic of Germany (11).

Surrounding the reactor at approximately 200 metres is a fairly dense
forest cover. At closer distances the terrain is smooth and cleared of all
trees. A line-of-sight path of twenty metres in width extends further to a
distance of 450 metres total. The measurements at 300 and 400 metres were made
at the centreline of this path. At 1100 metres the detectors were placed atop
a small hill of about 25 metres in height in order to maintain line-of-sight
to the core above the forest cover.

For each measurement the reactor power level was chosen such that the
dead-time associated with the most active channel was approximately 2 %. At
the closest distance of 15 metres, this was impossible due to the very high
gamma background from the residual activity of the core. Gamma-ray
measurements proved to be impractical at this range since a power level
sufficient to overcome the gamma-ray background would result in prohibitive
dead-times. The dead-times associated with the neutron channels were, however,
within the 2 % criterion.

In the worst case (gamma-rays at 1100 metres), the ratio of foreground to
background counting rates was 5.8 to 1. A total run time of 5 hours was
therefore required to ensure an adequate statistical accuracy of 0.13 % in the
expected error of the difference between total counts. A minimum of 500,000
counts was recorded at each position for each of the neutron and gamma-ray
spectra. In most cases the actual net number of particles observed exceeded
2,000,000, as is shown in Table 2.
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Range | Foreground Rate Background Rate Net Observed Particles
(m) Neutron Gamma Neutron Gamma Neutron Gamma-ray
15 2906 - 61.9 - 5,119,000 -
100 1564 1644 0.21 216 2,815,000 2,570,000
170 1702 2043 0.11 116 3,063,000 3,469,000
300 1171 2040 0.05 72 2,108,000 3,542,000
400 1921 3660 0.04 96 3,458,000 6,415,000
1100 29.3 131 0.03 22.4 527,000 1,955,000

Table 2 : Foreground and background counting rates (per second), and net
particles observed at each measurement position.

EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS

Neutron and Gamma-ray Spectra

Measured neutron and gamma-ray spectra, after unfolding, were integrated
into the energy groups of the DLC-31 data-library structure (7), as listed in
Appendix 1. This format includes 37 groups for neutrons and 21 for gamma-rays,
and is used primarily to facilitate the comparison of measured spectra with
corresponding theoretical predictions. Figures 1 and 2 show the measured
neutron and gamma-ray spectra in the multi-group format and normalized per
source neutron. Note that the plotted variable in both cases is the fluence
per unit lethargy, obtained by dividing the group-wise fluences by their
respective lethargy-increments (natural 1logarithms of the ratios of group
energy bounds). The portions of the neutron spectra above 600 keV were
obtained from the NE-213 measurements, and as previously indicated below this
energy from the parametric BF3 determinations. In Appendix II are 1listed the
group fluences for both neutrons and gamma rays, in the DLC-31 format.

As the B8F3 parameters are an indication of the approach of the neutron
spectrum to a well-moderated asymptotic behaviour of 1/E, it is interesting to
examine their change with distance. Listed below are the parameters A and p
inferred at the six measurement positions.

Range (m) A p
15 1.57 E- 8 -D0.769
100 2.76 E-10 -0.886
170 7.58 E-11 -0.913
300 1.02 E-11 -0.942
400 3,37 E-12 -0.956
1100 1.24 E-14 -0.975

Table 3 : Epithermal neutron parameters inferred from BF3 data.

The magnitude A is scaled such that the parametric formula @ = AEp
reproduces the epithermal neutron spectrum in units of neutrons per
(cm2+MeV-source neutron). As the ground range increases, it is apparent that
the parameter p tends toward the value of -1, which would be characteristic of
a fully moderated system (i.e. 1/E spectrum), as expected.
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Comparison to APRD and WWD Determinations

At ground ranges of 100, 170 and 300 metres previous measurements of
neutron spectra had been made by APRD (3), and of both neutron and gamma-ray
spectra by WWD (11). For each ground range and each particle type, comparisons
of DREO measurements with these existing data are shown in Figures 3 through
8. Only DRED spectral data exist at ranges beyond 300 metres due to the
uniqueness of the DREO mobile nuclear laboratory, based on a thirty-foot
?otorhome and self-contained with respect to power and environmental control

Plate 1).

Neutron spectra measured by the three groups agree reasonably well
(Figures 3 to 5), within a typical scatter of about +/- 20 %. The APRD spectra
tend to be consistently slightly greater than either the DREO or WWD data. The
agreement above 2 MeV is generally better between DREQ and WWD, with the DREOQ
results most often between the data of the other two groups. Below a neutron
energy of 2 MeV, the DREQC data falls consistently below that of both APRD and
WWD. The cause of this discrepancy is not entirely obvious, but one
possibility is that it results from a difference in neutron response matrices
used to unfold the measured spectra. Both APRD and WWD had previously found it
necessary to modify their response matrices below 2 MeV in order to reproduce
252-californium fission-neutron spectra according to the accepted shape
(12,13). The extent and direction of the re-normalization of response elements
is consistent with the present difference of neutron spectra. Altough the DREO
matrix shares a common ancestry, namely the 055 code (l4), this
re-normalization was never required, as is shown in Appendix IV. Another
possibility is that due to differences in pulse-shape discrimination
techniques, the three groups are not always consistent in their identification
of particle type at 1low NE-213 light outputs., It is hoped that further
inter-comparisons between APRD, WWD and DREO will eventually lead to a
definitive explanation of the current discrepancy.

A comparison of DREO- and WWD-measured gamma-ray spectra (Figures 6 to 8)
demonstrates fairly acceptable agreement, with some detail differences. Below
1 MeV, DREO data significantly exceeds that of WWD. Near 2.2 MeV (gamma-ray
production following neutron capture by hydrogen) the WWD spectra show better
resolution than those of DREO. Up to 6 MeV the agreement between the two
groups is excellent. Between 6 and 8 MeV, DREQ measured more photons than WWD
but in excess of 8 MeV DREQ measured fewer, although the total integral above
6 MeV is in close aqreement. Many possible causes could be responsible for
these differences, including unfolding procedures, post-unfolding smoothing,
differences in lower detection thresholds, ard/or gain calibrations. Another
likely cause is differing soil water-content, since a significant fraction of
gamma-rays detected at these ranges originate following neutron capture in the
ground.
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Comparison of Kerma Determinations

i Kerma values, either inferred from spectral determinations or measured
‘ directly by the three groups, are compared in Table 4. Also listed are kermas
predicted by thearetical calculations performed at DREQO and the O0ak Ridye
National Laboratory (ORNL), described in detail in a later section of this
report.

[ Thermal-neutron kerma is defined as that carried by neutrons in thermal
equilibrium with their environment. Experimentally this is usually determined
_ using cadmium filters for which the upper cut-off energy is 0.5
! electron-volts. The DRED measurements were made using BF3 counters, whereas
‘ APRD used gold activation foils. The theoretical calculations correspond to
group 37 of the DLC-31 format.

Epithermal neutron kerma is defined as that contribution due to neutrons
between 0.5 eV and the NE-213 lower limit of 600 keV (550 keV in the case of
APRD). DRE0 measurements are based on Cd-BF3 data while APRD's derive from
proton-recoil gas counter determinations. Theoretical values result from
integration of groups 22 to 36 inclusive.

Fast-neutron kerma 1is measured by all groups spectroscopically, and
includes neutrons above the lower-energy threshold of NE-213 scintillators.
Theoretical calculations include neutron groups 1 to 21 inclusive.

Total neutron kerma determined by DRED is obtained by the summation of the
above-mentioned components, as is the same quantity calculated theoretically.
APRD measures total neutron kerma separately by measuring total radiation
kerma with a tissue-equivalent Jion chamber and subtracting the gamma-ray
component determined by a Geiger-Mueller chamber.

Gamma-ray kerma is determined spectroscopically by DREO and WWD wusing
NE-213 detectors (above thresholds of 300 and 450 keV respectively). APRD
measurements are based on G-M data as previously mentioned. Theoretical
predictions include all gamma-ray groups, namely groups 38 to 58 of the DLC-31
format .

Total radiation kermas are determined by summation of neutron and
gamma-ray components, except in the case of APRD, for which ion chamber
measurements yield this quantity directly.

At the fifteen-metre experimental position, theoretical values are
unavailable due to the previously noted difference in core heights (5.34
metres versus 14 metres). APRD and WWD measurements to 400 metres are
{ reproduced from references 3 and 11. APRD kermas at 1100 metres were recently
measured and the results transmitted by private communication (15). The ORNL
calculations were similarly obtained, although some details have been reported
elsewhere (16). Since the radial limit of the ORNL calculation was 500 metres,
no comparisons are presented beyond this distance.

1 Agreement between DRED and APRD determinations of total neutron,
gamma-ray,  and total radiation kerma is excellent, especially considering that
entirely different techniques were used by each group and that no common
calibrations existed previously. APRD detectors had been calibrated at the US
National Bureau of Standards (NBS) whereas DREQ detector responses were
determined theoretically, except in the case of the BF3 counters which were
calibrated at the National Research Council of Canada (NRCC). No consistent
variations are observed in the data, and in fact the average ratio of
individual kerma determinations is calculated to be 1.02, with an r.m.s.
variation about this value of 0.10, DRED data are estimated to be accurate to
within 5 %, and APRD to within 3 %. Over and above these estimates must be
1 included a reproducibility of 2 % in total reactor power level between runs.
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EXPERIMENTAL THEORETICAL
RANGE QUANTITY DRED APRD WWD DREQD ORNL
15 Thermal neutron 8.39-20
metres | Epithermal neutron | 2.99-17
Fast neutron 8.50-17
Total neutron 1.15-16
100 Thermal neutron 7.73-21 6.22-21
metres | Epithermal neutron | 6.36-19 4.35-19
Fast neutron 1.35-18 1.63-18 1.72-18|1.27-18
Total neutron 2.00-18 2.24-18 1.71-18 2.17-18
Gamma-ray 3.84-19 3.23-19 3.89-19{ 3.50-19 4.61-19
Total Kerma 2.38-18 2.56-18 2.06-18 2.63-18
170 Thermal neutron 2.79-21 2.44-21 2.80-21
metres | Epithermal neutron | 1.83-19 1.99-19 1.60-19
Fast neutron 3.64-19 4.92-19 4.46-19|4.12-19
Total neutron 5.49-19 5.53-19 5.75-19 5.51-19
Gamma-ray 1.32-19 1.25-19 1.34-19(1.10-19 1.39-19
Total Kerma 6.81-19 &§.,78-19 6.85-19 6.90-19
300 Thermal neutron 6.63-22 5.78-22
metres | Epithermal neutron | 2.60-20 2.79-20
Fast neutron 5.07-20 7.95-20 6.31-201} 6.78-20
Total neutron 7.73-20 8,75-20 9.62-20 9.54-20
Gamma-ray 2.87-20 2.60-20 2.67-20| 2.20-20 2.14-20
Total Kerma 1.06-19 1.14-19 1.18-19 1.17-19
400 Thermal neutron 2.32-22 2.21-22
metres | Epithermal neutron { 8.78-21 8.82-21
Fast neutron 1.65-20 2.04-20
Total neutron 2.55-20 2.94-20 3.11-20
Gamma-ray 1.10-20 8.47-21 1.15-20
Total Kerma 3.65-20 3,68-20 3,79-20 4.26-20
1100 Thermal necutron 7.05-25 1.77-24
metres | Epithermal neutron | 3.35-23 3.94-23
Fast neutron 5.88-23 7.22-23
Total neutron 9.30-23 B.27-23 1.13-22
Gamma-ray 8.39-2% 1.01-22 9.02-23
Total Kerma 1.77-22 1.84-22 2.04-22

Table 4 : Comparison of kerma values (rads per source neutron) measured by DREQ,

APRD, WWD and calculated by DREQ and ORNL.
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Any individual differences between APRD~ and DREO-determined estimates of
total neutron, gamma-ray, or total radiation kerma are thus without
statistical significance considering the expected variation of 10 %.

The component of fast-neutron kerma detected by NE-213 scintillators shows
a greater variation amongst the three groups. Typically DREQ estimates are the
lowest and APRD the highest. This discrepancy is consistent with the
variations in neutron spectra previously discussed, and would result from the
same cause. Gamma-ray kerma measurements of DREOC and WWD (both using NE-213)
are, however, within experimental error.

At a range of 170 metres APRD have more complete information as this
position 1is wused in addition for other investigations. In particular,
measurements of thermal and epithermal neutron kermas have been made, both
being in satisfactory agreement with DREQ determinations.

Comparison of measured to theoretical kerma values will be made in a later
section of this report.

The contributions of each component of kerma measured by DREO are shown as
fractions of the total in Figure 9. The solid lines are merely best-fit curves
to the measured data and are not theoretically derived. As expected,
individual neutron components and total neutron kerma fractions decrease
continuously with increasing distance. Gamma-ray kerma increases relative to
neutron kerma for two reasons. Gamma rays have a somewhat longer
mean-free-path in the atmosphere and are consequently less rapidly attenuated.
Secondly, gamma-~rays are produced following neutron capture, and these capture
gamma rays eventually dominate at sufficiently great distances.

Comparison of Neutron Fluences above 3 MeV

NE-213-determined neutron spectra, or by the activation of sulfur pellets.
Table 5 summarizes measurements made by DREO, APRD and WWD, and also

Total neutron fluences above 3 MeV may be measured by integration of l
corresponding theoretical calculations.

LABORATORY METHOD 100 m 170 m 300 m 400 m | 1100 m
DRED NE-213 8.72-111| 2.23-11] 3.14-12 | 9.94-13| 3.27-15 i
WWD NE-213 8.20-11( 2.12-111 2.86-12

APRD NE-213 9.35-11| 2.69-111 3.79-12

APRD 2" SULFUR 9.60-11] 2.38-11 | 3.23-12

APRD 1" SULFUR 8.35-11 2.32-11{ 3.90-12

DREO DOT-3 6.62-11| 1.71-11 2.40-12 | 7.85-13 | 3.01-15
ORNL DOT-3 7.32-111] 1.67-11 | 2.65-12

AVERAGE EXPT. 8.84-11| 2.35-11| 3.38-12 | 9.94-13} 3.27-15
AVERAGE CALC. 6.97-11| 1.69-11 | 2.53-12 | 7.85-13 | 3.01-15
RATIO : CALC./EXPT. 0.79 0.72 0.75 0.79 0.92

Table 5 : Neutron fluences abaove 3 MeV (neutrons per square centimetre and
per source neutron) measured and calculated at five distances from
the reactor core.

L—-———-—m———" - e
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Experimental measurements are consistent to within observed variations of
about 10 %, with the sulfur data tending to be on the average somewhat higher
than the NE-213 determinations.

THEORETICAL CALCULATIONS

Theoretical calculation of neutron and gamma-ray spectra was made using
the D0OT-3 two-dimensional discrete-ordinates radiation transport code (17).
The calculation covered a space mesh extending to 1600 metres both in altitude
and range, and to a depth of 1.65 metres below ground, using 15 radial and 25
axial cell boundaries. Anisotropy of particle scattering and fluence was
considered in the P3-56 (30-angle) approximation. The distribution over
particle energy followed the DLC-31 data-library structure of 37 neutron and
21 gamma-ray groups (7). The radiation source was modelled at a height of 14
metres above ground, with neutron and gamma-ray spectra taken from (3), as
listed in Appendix I. The source consisted of one neutron and 0.65 photons,
and the wuncollided fluences arising therefrom were determined using the
analytic first-collision optian of the DOT-3 code. Neutron and gamma-ray
kermas were obtained by integrating the calculated spectra against the DLC-31
fluence-to-kerma conversion factors, alsoc listed in Appendix I.

The compositions of nuclide mixtures used to represent the ground and
atmospheric regions are tabulated below.

Element Density (atoms/barn-cm)
Air Ground

Hydrogen 4,216E-2
Nitrogen 4.024E-5

Oxygen 1.070E-5 5.917E-2
Sodium 2.600C-4
Aluminum 1.300E-3
Silicon 1.904E-2
Iron 3.500E-4
Density : 1.22E-3 g/cm? 2.632 g/cm?

Table 6 : Elemental compositions and densities of air and ground.

The nitrogen and oxygen cross-section sets chosen were those resulting
from fission-weapon spectral weighting (as opposed to 1/E weighting) of the
original data preparation by ORNL (7). The composition of the ground mixture
was selected to be consistent with the average of "dry scil" and "wet soil"
analyses performed by APRD (3).

Discrete-ordinates calculations involving point sources in two-dimensional
geometries often exhibit a numerical artifact known as discrete ray-streaming.
Briefly, this results from radiation streaming preferentially away from the
source along the discrete directions defined by the angular quadrature. To
determine the extent of this effect on the present calculations, Figures 10 to
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12 werc prepared showing the spatial contours of neutron, gamma-ray, and total
radiation kermas over the theoretical space mesh. Note that in each plot the
vertical scale below the air/qround interface has been greatly expanded, thus
causing the distortion apparent immediately below the radiation source. The
smoothness of the contours of Figure 10 indicates that the calculation of
neutron kerma has not been seriously affected. It is interesting to note the
influence of the ground as primarily an absorber, in that the contour lines
are "pulled in" towards the source near the interface, thus causing individual
contours to propagate farther vertically than horizontally (i.e. depart from a
semi-circular shape).

Contours of gamma-ray kerma (Figure 11) appear to be much more affected by
ray-streaming, apparent at directions of about 20 degrees to both the vertical
and horizontal axes. Near the the air/ground interface this effect does not,
however, appear to be very severe and thus should not be a source of
significant error for the purposes of comparison to experimental measurement.
The total kerma contours of Figure 12 are influenced similarly, but only to
the extent that gamma rays contribute to the total kerma.

The 0Oak Ridge calculations referred to previously were also performed
using the DOT-3 code (P3-S8 approximation), employing a similar air density of
1.228 grams/litre but with a hydrogen soil content 28 % greater (0.054 atoms
per barn-cm). The ORNL calculations were, however, made only out to a maximum
ground range of 500 metres.

COMPARISON OF CALCULATED AND MEASURED DATA

Neutron Spectra

In Figures 13 to 17 comparisons are made of DREO measured and calculated
neutron spectra at the five qground ranges between 100 and 1100 metres.
Normalization 1in each case is made to a single source neutron. At a range of
100 metres there is a consistent underprediction by the calculations of about
25 %, except below 2 MeV where the agreement is much better. At ranges of
170, 300 and 400 metres there is similar underprediction by theory ahove 3
MeV, but compensating overprediction below 2 MeV. The best overall agreement
occurs at the farthest range of 1100 metres, being almost faultless above 2
MeV, but with significant overprediction below 1 MeV. The improvement in
agreement with increasing ground range is somewhat surprising - wusually the
apposite behaviour is observed in typical radiation transport experiments. It
might be suspected that the presence of the hill at the 1100 metre position is
responsible. It is the authors' opinion, however, that this is not the case
since any elevation of the detector abave the primary ground plane should
result in an increase of experimental measurement with respect to calculation.
In fact the opposite is observed, namely the measured spectrum 1is reduced
relative to that predicted by the DOT code, in comparison to the difference
noted at the other measurement positions. It is therefore concluded that the
perturbation caused by the hill is insignificant to the present study, and
that the ground beneath the detector influences the 1local radiation
environment to a similar extent as at the other measurement positions.

b i
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Two additional comparisons are made in Figures 18 and 19 of neutron
spectra at the 170 metre measurement position. Figure 18 was adopted Ffrom
(16), comparing APRD measurements with ORNL calculations. Figure 19 is plotted
in a similar log-log fashion showing the corresponding DREO measured and
calculated neutron spectra. The DREO and ORNL calculated spectra agree
essentially exactly, and the APRD measured spectrum is at variance with
theoretical prediction to a similar extent as the DREDO measurement.

Gamma-ray Spectra

Comparisons of DRED measured and calculated gamma-ray spectra are shown in
Figures 20 to 24. Consistent underprediction by theory is apparent at photon
energies in excess of 2.5 MeV, for the four measurement positions to 400
metres. It should be noted that the measured data of WWD (Figues 6 to 8) are
in somewhat better agreement with theoretical predictions than are the DREO
data, however the same discrepancy is apparent above 2.5 MeV, but to a lesser
extent. At the 1100-metre position the agreement is almost exact between DREO
measurements and calculations. As was the case with neutron spectra, the
agreement of gamma-ray spectra 1is best at the farthest distance from the
reactor core.

Integral Quantities

Referring back to Table 4 (page 16), it is apparent that neutron,
gamma-ray, and total radiation kermas, both measured and calculated, are in
satisfactory agreement. ORNL and DREQ theoretical estimates agree generally to
within 10 % - in many cases agreement is nearly perfect. Measured and
calculated DREO estimates of these three quantities do not appear to be
significantly different, as Figure 25 indicates. The estimated experimental
error of the DREO data of 7 % is represented by the diameter of the plotted
points. As previously noted, the experimental measurements of APRD, WWD and
DREQ are also in good agreement.

Total neutron fluences above 3 MeV are underpredicted by theoretical
calculation (Table 5, page 17) by approximately 25 % at the first four
measurement locations. At the 1100-metre position the difference is reduced to
only 8 %. These differences are consistent with those of the previously
discussed neutron spectra.
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CONCLUSIONS

The DOT-3 radiation transport code has been shown to accurately predict
neutron and gamma-ray kermas within experimental limitation, characteristic of
fission sources in an air-over-ground geometry. Particle spectroscopy
indicates that calculated spectra are somewhat softer than observed
experimentally. The spectral discrepancy is least severe at the farthest
measurement distance aof 1100 metres. This behaviour is gratifying in that at
similar ranges from tactical nuclear weapons nuclear radiation represents the
greatest hazard to military personnel, the effects of blast and thermal
radiation being less far-reaching.

Although  speculative at this stage, improvement in agreement with
experimental observation might be achieved by theoretical calculations
employing more-finely-subdivided energy discretization.
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APPENDIX IV : 252-Californium neutron and gamma-ray spectra.

In order to provide neutron and gamma-ray spectra ta which other groups
such as WWD and APRD may compare corresponding results, DREQO measurements of
the APRD 252-californium source are presented herein.

Measurements were made at a source-to-detector distance of Z metres, wilh
both source and detector at a height of 119 cm above the asphalt road just
beyond the APRD trailer tunnel. Observation time was 1800 seconds, during
which the most active channel (high gain gamma-ray) suffered a dead-time loss
of 17 seconds. The date of observation was 16 Oct 1980.

Unfolded neutron and gamma-ray spectra are shown in Figures 26 and 27
respectively. Both are normalized to particles per square centimetre - second,
with the neutron spectrum plotted in such a way as to make the familiar
Maxwellian shape appear as a straight 1line. The Maxwellian temperature
determined from the slope of this line is 1.40 MeV, consistent with other
observations (12).

The gamma-ray spectrum exhibits two discrete lines at approximately 1.3
and 2.7 MeV which are not due to the fission of 252-californium itself, but
which probably result from the beta-decay of 24-sodium produced by the
(n,alpha) reaction on 27-aluminum. The photon energies expected from this
decay are 1.369 and 2.754 MeV (in equal intensity), consistent with the above
observation. The source of aluminum is likely to be the encapsulation aof the
californium source.

A total neutron Fflux of 53.0 neutrons per square-centimetre - second is
obtained above the NE-213 threshold of 600 keV. The corresponding total
gamma-ray flux above 300 keV was measured as 169 photons per square-centimetre
-~ second. It should be noted that these fluxes include the ground-scattered
component, as no shadow-bar background measurement was made. For this reason
comparison of the measured source strengths with the calibrated value would be
inappropriate. However, previous DRED measurements in 1978 of an
NBS-calibrated source, including ground-scattering correction, indicated a
total intensity agreeing to within 3 % of calibration, with a similar spectral
shape as presently observed.

Neutron and gamma-ray kerma~rates recorded shove the NE-213 thresholds
were 1.65E-7 and B8.57€-8 rads per second respectively, with estimated
experimental errors aof 10 %.

It is hoped that measurements by WWD and APRD under similar conditions
will help to resolve the causes of differences in spectral determinations
between the three qroups noted earlier in this report.
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